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In its annual survey, "Patterns of Global Terrorism: 1987," released on Aug. 22, the US State
Department said that terrorism incidents world-wide rose 7% last year, or from 774 in 1986 to 832
in 1987. The increase was attributed to attacks in Pakistan by agents of Afghanistan's government.
When the figures for Pakistan are subtracted, the picture for the rest of the world shows a drop of
nearly 10% compared to 1986. For Latin America, the number of terrorism incidents totaled 108,
representing a 32% decline. The US continues to be the terrorists' principal target: 71 attacks were
directed at US interests in Latin America, accounting for 48% of all anti-US attacks in the world.
As in 1985 and 1986, Peru, Colombia and Chile registered the majority of incidents, with 70% of all
such episodes in Latin America. Authors of the report said that the decline in terrorism in Latin
America is likely "temporary," and probably reflects increased security measures by governments
and private enterprises, as well as changes in tactics by some terrorist groups. The report states that
15 incidents took place in Chile, compared to 28 in 1986. The Frente Patriotico Manuel Rodriguez
was responsible for most of the incidents. Rightwing terrorist groups such as the Chilean group
Accion Anticomunista, "operate with apparent impunity," which has led to "speculations" about
whether their actions are sanctioned "extra-officially" by some members of the government security
forces. Last year, 41 incidents occurred in Peru, down from 59 in 1986. According to the report,
these figures do not represent the actual level of violence in that country. Although many incidents
were not attributed to any specific organization, the report stated that Sendero Luminoso and the
Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement (Movimiento Revolucionario Tupac Amaru-MRTA) have
caused the greatest concern. MRTA, said the report, concentrates its attacks on US installations.
In Colombia, terrorist incidents numbered 19 compared to 50 in 1986. Nearly all incidents were
attacks against transnational oil companies carried out by the National Liberation Army (Ejercito de
Liberacion Nacional). (Basic data from 08/23/88, AP, Washington Post)
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